


Esvracvrs Advocate ; 


OR 


THE RESTORATION OF THE JEWS CONTEMPLATED 
AND URGED. 





For if the easting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall fhe receiving of 
them be, but life from the dead ?—Rom. xi. 15. 
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AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR MELIORATING THE CON- 
DITION OF THE JEWS. 


Our friends will Jearn with pleasure, from the following pro- 
ceedings of the Board of Directors of the American Society, at 
their regular monthly meeting, January 27, 1824; that their de- 
liberations have come to a point, as to the plan of their future 
operations. Their intention is to purchase, for the present, a 
few thousand acres of land, say from 4 to 6000, as the site of the 
intended Jewish settlement ; and as a preparatory step to this, and 
that no delays may take place in the consummation of their views, 
they intend to procure, immediately, near this city, a place of re- 
eeption for those Jewish brethren who may seek the blessings of 
civil and religious liberty on our shores. The details of the fol- 
lowing plan are applicable only to the large settlement. Where 
that may yet be located is uncertain. But of this our friends may 
rest satisfied, that abundance of excellent land can be obtained, 
suited to the purpose; and that the intelligence and caution of 
our land committee, will secure a judicious purchase, both as re- 
spects the quality and the price. And in respect to the location, 
we have one favour to ask of the public, once for all; which is, 
that they will believe no reports on the subject, which are not ei- 
ther authorized by the board, or extracted from their paper. 

Some time since, we are informed it was publicly announced, that 
we had purchased 20,000 acres of land near Plattsburgh; and 
more recently a valued correspondent at Boston, informs us, that 
the papers announced a purchase near Ballston Spa. Lands 
have indeed been offered us near both those places ; but no pur- 
chase has yet been made. And we hope that the incorrectness 
of these reports, will teach our friends to place no reliance upon 
any thing they hear on this subject which has not the official 
sanction of the board. Whenever a purchase is made, the public 
will be informed of it in Israel’s Advocate. 

And now, as the Christian public are definitely informed in the 
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following report adopted by the board, of their plans and purpo- 
ses, we hope they will feel the necessity of renewed zeal and ex- 
ertion on behalf of the dispersed of Israel. 

Land suited to the purposes of the intended settlement, will 
probably cost from 3 to 5 dollars per acre. On the supposition 
then, of a purchase of 5000 acres, several thousand dollars will 
be required to enable the board to commence their operations free 
of embarrassment, and to conduct them afterward in a manner 
suited to the magnitude and importance of the object. And they 
feel a confidence in the success of their appeal to their numerous 
friends and auxiliaries, for the necessary resources. They have 
only in concert, and with perseverance, to cast each, their mite into 
the treasury of the Lord; and they may see, what the eye of 
every believer is longing for, the dawn of millenial glory—may 
see the Jews brought in with the fulness of the Gentile nations. 


REPORT. 


The committee appointed to devise a plan for a settlement of Jew- 
ish converts, under the superintendance of the American Society for 
Meliorating the Condition of the Jews, submit the following Report ; 
viz :— 

The subject referred to them has been found, by your committee, 
one of great difficulty and importance. In the developement of a 
plan, they have been embarrassed by the raised expectations of the 


public ; the conflicting opinions of some of our wisest and best 
friends ; and the novelty of the undertaking itself—which affording 
none of the lights of experience, left each one to his own judgment, 
as to the nature, extent, and management of the contemplated set- 
tlement. And if these difficulties have been found so formidable, on 
the part of those who have given much time and reflection to the 
consideration of the subject, and who have been habitually conver- 
sant with the transactions of the society, we feel assured that our 
friends at a distance, to whose minds these difficulties have not been 
presented in all their details, will make due allowances for that 
delay which has hitherto apparently marked our operations. 

1. The first plan which presented itself for consideration, was 
that of an extensive colony in the interior of the state of New-York. 
That the board have had some such plan in contemplation, appears 
from their issuing proposals for the purchase of several thousand 
acres of land, and the appointment of committees to explore certain 
tracts which had been offered to them. These measures were re- 
commended by our distinguished friend and correspondent, the 
Count Von der Recke, and they were not only well intended, but the 
time and money expended on them, show, that the board have paid 
due respect to the suggestions of foreign correspondents, and the ex- 
pectations of the Christian public at home ; and that they have not 
been inattentive to the important interests intrusted to their super- 
mtendance. Nor will the time which has elapsed, the money which 
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has been expended in exploring lands, and the deference which has 
been paid to the expectations of the public, be considered as wasted, 
if the board have thereby obtained information which will justify 
the abandonment of measures thus recommended, and thus grand and 
extensive. 

In the opinion of your committee the plan of such a colony ought 
to be abandoned ; 

1. As too expensive. The purchase of such a tract of land as 
was originally contemplated, would require a sum not less than 75,000 
dollars. This, with the expense of transporting emigrants from the 
sea-board to the settlement ; the erection of suitable buildings for 
their accommodation ; and the provision of means indispensable to 
their support, would require far greater resources than the parent 
institution, with the aid of her numerous auxiliaries, can reasonably 
expect tocommand. The consequence would be, that the exertions 
of the board would be paralized by pecuniary embarrassment; the 
extensive tracts which we should have no means to cultivate, would 
present a sickly prospect to the benevolent eye ; and when finally 
compelled to sell the greatest part of the purchase, we would have 
to do it either at a sacrifice; or at an advance which would expose 
us to the charge of speculation. 

2. As unnecessary. The warmest friend to any plan of meliora- 
ting the condition of the Jews, does not suppose, that in many pros- 
pective years, converts will come to our shores in sich numbers as 
to require the occupancy of 15 or 20,000 acres of land: or if they 
should, that any considerable portion of them would be prepared by 
inclination, or previous habits, to engage in agricultural pursuits. 

Abandoning, therefore, all idea of recommending to the board any 
plan which contemplates the purchase of so much land, your committee 
next turned their attention to the plan of amalgamation ; or of indu- 
cing the converts to mingle indiscriminately with our fellow-citi- 
zens and fellow-christians, both in church and state. 

This has been recommended to the board, and referred to your 
committee in a valuable communication from one of our distinguished 
Vice-Presidents,* addressed to our venerable President: acommuni- 
cation, manifesting that interest in the Jews, which might have been 
expected from the acknowledged piety of its author ; and abound- 
ing with the good sense, and the practical wisdom, of age, of talent, 
and of experience. The board are under great obligation to their 
venerable Vice-President for turning his attention to this important 
subject; and your committee regret that they cannot consider the de- 
tails of his plan as coming within the compass of the views of the board, 
or the constitution and law of incorporation under which they act. 

The plan of amalgamation would, in the opinion of your com- 
mittee, render the existence of a society for meliorating the condition 
of the Jews unnecessary, and their operations nugatory. The 
whole land, and the whole American Church is alreatly before the 
descendants of Abraham ; and if they come among us, who will harm 
them if they be followers of that which is good? In the eloquent 


* Rev. Dr. Livingston, Professor of the Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Dutch Church in North America. 








20 ISRAEL’S ADVOCATE. 


oo 


language of our venerable Vice-President, in the communication 
referred to your committee: Psi’ | foot of ground within our boun- 
daries is consecrated to liberty. Every part is equally sacred to 
the honest emigrant, whoever he may be, Jew or Gentile. The 
moment he lands upon our blessed shores he is safe. A broad and 
impenetrable shield covers him. Our cities, towns, villages, neigh- 
bourhoods, are all before him: in ali, in every place, he is equally 
protected, he is amply comforted. Without any distinction of race, 
of tongue, or religion, he is every where welcome, and always 
secure. None will injure him, nor any presume to make him 
afraid.”” The rich among them, if they give a preference to our 
free constitution, can, without societies like ours, locate among us 
where they please, and be admitted, equally with emigrants from 
other nations, to the rights and immunities of citizens. But how 
are the poor among them to get here, even if they are so disposed ? 
What direction and encouragement could be given them on their 
arrival by a board of managers of any society, which could not be 
given by any pious and judicious individual ? What individual could 
spare the time and expense, or would incur the responsibility of 
looking for domestic accommodations, and providing suitable em- 
ployment for them ?—What is every bodies business is nobody’s 
business ; and we cannot hope to induce converts to come among 
us, on the vague prospect of amalgamating with us, unless some- 
thing tangible and visible is presented to their minds, which will 
afford them at least temporary accommodation, employment, and 
support, for themselves and families. Let them ultimately, or as 
soon after their arrival as practicable, amalgamate with our citizens, 
and enjoy our distinguished civil and religious privileges : But let 
them, on their arrival, have an asylum, where they can at once en- 
joy the means of temporal support and religious instruction ; and 
whence they can look, if they are so disposed, for a more perma- 
nent and profitable place of abode. 

Your committee are therefore in favour of a middle course ; of 
some plan which, while in its operation and results it may conduce 
to the amalgamation of the Jewish converts with our fellow citizens 
and fellow christians, will, in the mean time, meet the expectations 
of our christian friends in Europe, satisfy the advocates of coloni- 
zation among ourselves ; come within the means of our society to 
accomplish ; be suited to the taste and habits of the Jewish converts, 
and furnish them, at least for a season, religious instruction and 
temporal support. 

The plan devised by the committee and hereby recommended to 
the Board of Directors, is as follows, viz : 


I. The object of the society is, to invite and receive, from any 
part of the world, such Jews as do already profess the Christian 
religion, or are desirous to receive Christian instruction, to form 
them into a settlement, and to furnish them with the ordinances of 
the gospel, and with such employment in the settlement as shall be 
assigned them. = 
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II. The Jews who come to the settlement are to be principally 
employed in agricultural and mechanical operations. 

Ill. In order to facilitate this object, the Board shall procure as 
much land as will afford a site for the necessary buildings, and the 
contemplated mechanical and agricultural operations. 

IV. In order to afford the emigrants suitable religious instruction, 
a minister of the gospel shall be procured by the Board, whose duty 
it shall be to act as the general superintendant of the settlement. 

V. A schoolmaster shall be provided, to teach the children and 
youth such branches of the different sciences as may fit them for 
becoming intelligent, respectable, and useful members of society. 

VI. Theological instruction shall be provided in the settlement 
for such youth of piety and talent among the Jewish converts, as it 
may be deemed expedient to have qualified for becoming ministers 
of the gospel or missionaries. 

VII. On the contemplated settlement, a farm shall be stocked, 
and furnished with suitable implements of husbandry. The pro- 
duce of the farm shall be considered common stock for the support 
of the different members of the settlement ; and an experienced 
farmer shall be placed thereon to manage its concerns. 

VIII. All the members of the settlement are to be considered as 
a band of brethren, governed by the laws of our Divine Redeemer, 
and associated together for the purpose of aiding each other in the 
concerns of the life that now is, and of that which is to come; and 
if any of the emigrants should act inconsistently with their profes- 
sion, the Board reserve to themselves the right, at any time, to 
remove them ; lest by their improper conduct they should corrupt 
the morals of the other members of the settlement. 

The committee have not entered into the details of the internal 
regulations of the settlement. Many of these must necessarily be 
left to circumstances and experience. ‘They have contented them- 
selves with submitting a general plan, which may form the basis of 
future operation, and which may be expanded and improved, as the 
necessities of our Jewish brethren may require, and the means of 
the society will warrant. And to carry this plan into eflect, your 
committee recommend the following resolutions, viz : 

Ist. Resolved, that the land committee—consisting of Daniel 
Boardman, Ebenezer Burrill, Lebbeus Loomis, R. Milford Blatch- 
ford, and Peter W. Radcliff, Esqrs. together with the Rev. Dr. 
Thomas Macauley, be directed to prosecute their inquiries for a 
suitable tract of land for the location of the contemplated settle- 
ment. 

2d. Whereas some time may elapse before the purchase of the 
site for the ultimate settlement of emigrants, 

Resolved, that Messrs. John R. Murray, Daniel Boardman, Peter 
W. Radcliff, Ebenezer Burrill, and R. Milford Blatchford, Esqrs. 
be a committee with powers to procure, near this city, a place for 
THE RECEPTION of such Jews as may from time to time come to this 
country, where accommodations shall be provided for them, us one 
Family, at the expense of the society ; and whence, at their option, 
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they may locate on our agricultural establishment, or engage else- 
where, in any employment under the auspices of the Board. 

3d. Resolved, that the Foreign Secretary be directed to transmit 
to Count Von der Recke a copy of the foregoing plan, and to re- 
quest him to act as the agent of this Board in Germany, in communi- 
cating information of the plan adopted by the Board ; ascertaining the 
names, numbers, and circumstances, of Jews who may wish to come 
to the settlement ; forming societies to defray the expenses of the 
emigrants in coming to America ; and generally calling the attention 
of the religious public in Germany to the objects of our Society. 


All which is respectfully submitted. 
New- York, January, 1824. 








CORRECTION OF AN ERROR. 


“* Number of Converted Jews.—Mr. Simon, who is extensively ac- 
quainted in G. Britain, Germany, and America, and who is devoting 
his life to the welfare of his kindred, and therefore would be likely 
to possess much information on the subject, was asked how many 
Jews he knew, in the three countries, who were brethren in Christ. 
After giving their names, and counting them, he could speak with 
strong confidence of only seven.” 

We extract the foregoing from the ‘‘ Christian Gazette, and 
Youth?s Herald,” a religious paper, published in Philadelphia, un- 
der date of January 17, 1824, and regret that so erroneous a state- 
ment should receive currency: through so respectable a medium. 
We have had an interview with Mr. Simon since his return from the 
eastward, on the subject of the reported conversation. His account 
of the matter to us is, that his statement was, that there were “‘ more 
than two hundred professed brethren in Christ, in Germany, but that 
he was personally acquainted there with only seven.”? The statement 
was limited to Germany, and excluded both ‘‘ Great Britain and Ame- 
rica,” And it makes a vast difference in numerals, from that given in 
the preceding article. Or if Mr. Simon’s statement was understood, 
that although there were two hundred professors in Germany, yet 
there were but seven real believers among the professed converts 
from Judaism, we beg leave solemnly to protest against both the 
statement and the inference. ‘‘ Judge not, that ye be not yudged,” is 
the authoritative commandment of our Lord ; and on this basis, we 
assume it as an axiom, that the state of that man’s heart is bad, who 
pronounces evil of the state of another man’s heart, without having sin- 
ful fruits as the ground of that pronunciation. We confidently hope 
Mr. Simon did not mean so to be understood ; did not mean to pass 
such a sweeping censure upon (that for which we are thankful to 
the Head of the church) the success of our Episcopal brethren in the 
London Jewish Society. But however Mr. Simon’s statement was 
understood by the person to whom it was made, we unhesitatingly 
contradict the statement of the article quoted above. We have now 
in this country, and connected with the American Society for melio- 
rating the condition of the Jews, seven persons, who by profession, 
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and in the judgment of charity, are ‘brethren in Christ.” We 
therefore hope, that our brother editor of the ‘* Christian Gazette,” 
will cheerfully correct the error to which he has given extensive 
circulation, as calculated to do essential injury to the efforts of the 
christian community for meliorating the condition of the Jews. If, af- 
ter the immense expenditure of money, of zeal and of effort, both in Eu- 
rope and America, on the behalf of ** the dispersed of Israel,’’ we can 
number only seven converts to Christianity from among them; though 
in the estimation of Him who knows the value ofa single soul, even 
these would be ample remuneration to Christians; still the fact 
would operate rather as a discouragement against similar expendi- 
ture and effort, in future. But if the fact, as we believe, is other- 
wise ; if hundreds can be counted among the followers of Christ, 
from the descendants of those who said ** Crucify Him, Crucify Him ;”’ 
then may all those who are endeavouring to meliorate the condition 
ef the Jews, thank God, and take courage. j 


{>> Since the foregoing was put in type, we perceive that the 
article alluded to originally appeared in the ‘‘ Boston Recorder.” 
- We therefore request the editor of that paper to make a similar 
correction. Ed. 


ene 
—— 


MR. SIMON’S REPORT. 
New-York, January 27, 1824. 
GENTLEMEN OF THE Boarp, 

I am happy to inform you that by the blessing of the Almighty, 
my late agency has been successful. The Lord had indeed gone be- 
fore in preparing the hearts of his people. I have found warm 
friends to your planevery where. December 10, | left this city for 
Providence, where | found a ladies’ society, auxiliary to that of Bos- 
ton—1 thought it better to build a new society than repair that which 
already existed. And in this undertaking, by the assistance of God, 
we succeeded. The clergy of every denomination lending their aid. 
The ladies afterward became voluntarily auxiliary, and gave me the 
money which they had in hand. 

Dec. 15. I proceeded to Boston, where I succeeded in forming a 
gentlemen’s society, the constitution of which I have the honour to 
present you. The ladies voluntarily offered to become auxiliary after 
their anniversary meeting in May. They have invited me to attend 
that meeting, deeming it necessary. I proceeded to Salem, and there 
organized a gentlemen’s society. The ladies of Salem sent all they 
had in hand to your society by me. They support a school for Hebrew 
children at Bombay, which engrosses much of their funds. From 
thence I went to Andover, where I formed a society in the seminary, 
after having addressed about 100 students: the professors were 
truly zealous and active. I returned to Boston, and from thence to 
Bolton, the estate of Mr. Wilder ; he accompanied me to Worces- 
ter, where we organized a gentlemen’s society. From thence I 
proceeded to Springfield, and there formed a gentlemen’s society. I 
went from thence to Northampton, where I formed a ladies’ society, 
auxiliary to yours: I had a meeting with the ladies, encouraging 
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them to renewed exertion: Here I also formed a gentlemen’s so- 
ciety. I found, on my arrival at Hartford, a very powerful ladies’ 
society ; I exhorted them to have patience, for that the intended set- 
tlement will soon be purchased. I formed a gentlemen’s society 
there. All these I saw organized. The annual subscription of all 
these, is a dollar, except that Providence and Salem have adopted 
the sum you prescribed (in No. 1, Israel’s Advocate,) for auxilia- 
ries. The constitution of the society of Worcester I enclose, also 
the bill of my travelling expenses, and an account of the monies re- 
ceived on my journey, which I gave to the treasurer. 
I am, gentlemen, with much respect, your servant, 
Erasmus H. Simon. 


7_—_—_ooo--r 
—__-—_—— 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Letter from Mr. James Millar, of London, to the Rev. Dr. McLeod, 
Secretary for Foreign Correspondence. 


Lonpon, Oct. 27, 1823. 


Rev. anp Dear Srtn—l have received from Mr. Frey the first seven 
numbers of Israel’s Advocate, and an expression of his wish that I 
would correspond with you on the interesting concerns of the Ame- 
rican Society for meliorating the condition of the Jews, in which 
you have undertaken a most important concern. I feel great plea- 
sure in-observing the nature and design of your Society, and should 
be truly happy were it in my power to promote it in any way, at 
the same time I must say that my present —¢ pr so fully oc- 
cupy my attention, that it is with difficulty [ can obtain a bate 
minutes for the present purpose. 

When I refer to the origin of the London Society for the Jews, 
which commenced in a prayer-meeting of a small number of per- 
sons, who then contemplated only the melioration of afflicted Jews, 
by visiting them, and, as far as permitted, to recommend the balm of 
Gilead to their afflicted minds ; and consider the great change which 
has occurred in the Society, by adopting a resolution not to afford 
them any pecuniary aid, I am ready to think that you are adopting 
something like the original ground which the earliest friends of that 
Institution stood upon. And I am convinced that if provision can 
be made for the temporal support of those Jews who embrace 
Christianity, it will only be, to act as the early Christians would have 
done—or rather did, when they commissioned the Apostle Paul to 
be the bearer of their alms. Such a plan, if well arranged, will 
induce many to declare themselves, who otherwise, from fear of 
starvation, might go to the grave without openly acknowledging the 
only Messiah, in whom they have some faith, although not suff- - 
ciently strong. And who shall judge them, when we find many 
mee oy under a sinful degree of influence from the God of this 
world. 

Besides, if we look at the difficulties under which Jews have 
laboured, the almost impossibilit, of obtaining the confidence of 
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Christians to such a degree as to promote their success in life, with 
only a glance at the persecutions they have suffered, it is easy to 
account for the slow progress made towards their conversion. No 
part of the Continent, at present, affords a solid prospect of a per- 
manent refuge for Jews. That which the Emperor of Russia held 
out, appears to have many objections: one alone is sufficient, that 
every thing is held at the wiil of an absolute Sovereign, and may be 
revoked to-morrow. ‘There seems also to be a disposition amongst 
the Sovereigns to unite in support of each others power. In Eng- 
land the Society has now taken its stand, on rather narrow ground 
as to the various denominations of Christians ; and although they 
possess large funds, yet they will not apply them to temporal sup- 
port of Jews. 1 do.not wish to blame any institution, and | am well 
aware of the value of the Hebrew Testament which they have com- 
pleted, and the schools, both of which objects were leading mea- 
sures of the old Society. But I am so strongly of opinion that every 
person whom we introduce as members of the Christian church, 
should be regarded as a brother, and taken care of if in want, that 
J think any institution for Jews in which this is left out, must be 
defective. 

The principal objection to this view of the case, is founded on the 
opinion that to hold out pecuniary aid, is likely to prove a bribe, and 
may lead to hypocrisy. The only reply to which is, that no 
temporal reward should be held out to Jews to ehange their religion, 
although I think acts of kindness would only be proofs of Christian 
feeling. But if due caution be exercised in the admission of Jews 
to Christian church fellowship, we are not likely to be often de- 
ceived; and occasional instances should not prevent us from renewed 
endeavours. 

On the whole, I am therefore induced to believe that your new 
Institution will prove a great blessing to those of the children of 
Israel, who may embrace christianity. The constitution of your 
Society appears to me highly deserving of general approbation ; 
and America seems to be peculiarly adapted for such an object. 
Land may be obtained to any extent ; while the persons for whom it 
is designed will become citizens of the most free government in the 
world, without danger of change. 

Perhaps you will excuse my taking the liberty of urging the at- 
tention of the Society to be fixed exclusively (or almost so) to an 
agricultural provision for the persons and families admitted to par- 
take of your benevolence. If you begin with manufactures, you will 
embark in great expenses, which might be much more usefully em- 
ployed ; and from long observation, | never knew any manufacture 
conducted by a committee, so as to compete with the private manu- 
facturer. On the contrary, there was generally loss, variety of 
Opinion in the management, speculation, and in the end abandonment 
of the object. Looking back to the proceedings of the London So- 
ciety, it does not appear that the support of the persons under their 
care cost any very considerable sum. The whole of the embarrass- 


ment of the London Society arose from loss in printing office, cotton 
ox 
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works, and basket-making, in each of which concerns they incurred 
loss annually. And they incurred also a large debt in building the 
episcopal chapel, of about ten thousand pounds. 

Besides, in England, where pauperism abounds to an enormous 
extent, every mode of maintaining the poor has been tried, and 
every scheme of manufacture has proved abortive. The regular 
manufacturer provides abundant supply for the consumption, and on 
better terms ; so that associations of benevolent persons have got no 
vent for their articles but at alow price, and having found it neces- 
sary to give up such undertakings, have sold their implements at 
very great loss. 

Many proposals have been made to employ the poor in the culti- 
vation of land, but none have been fairly tried. But there seems no 
reason to doubt that families might be supported by their own 
labour on small allotments of land. ‘The experiment has, however, 
been most successfully tried on what are called Free Colonies, in 
the Netherlands, particularly at Fredericksburgh, where | believe 
there are one hundred families very comfortably provided for. I 
think it would be worth while if your Society were to get the num- 
bers of the ‘‘Philanthrope,”’ published at Brussels for near a year 
past. Ihave seen them, but have not a copy of my own, or would 
have sent them. The details of their plan are sufficiently clear, and 
it appears to me highly applicable to your purpose. 

They, build houses for eight persons in family ; that if the family 
to whom a house is allotted should be less than eight, they may take 
orphans to board and instruct, so as to make up the number. 

To each house three and a half bonnien of land is attached. I do 
not know the exact measure of the bonnien, but you will be able to 
allow sufficient land for the support of eight persons, which should 
be ample. 

One third of the land is cleared by the Society ; the inhabitants 
being called on to work for themselves in clearing and cropping 
the rest. 

Tools, clothing, and immediate support are found, the cost of 
which is entered to the debit of the occupier, and after the land 
is cleared, this debit is paid by small instalments yearly, with the 
rent of the house and premises. After which they are free and 
independent. 

A superintendant, well acquainted with spade husbandry, witha 
house and store of necessary articles, is provided. A chapel anda 
school are necessary in places where there is not access to places of 
worship. 

And the whole plan is built on a calcalation, that capital is only 
wanted to set the colony in motion, and that the interest will be re- 
turned ; so that you may carry it to any extent by increase of the 
same colony, or by the establishment of several. 

I am the more desirous of keeping strictly by sucha plan, because, 
if well conducted, you cannot lose any thing beyond the manage- 
ment expenses. [t is true the persons must work, but they are 
sure of a good, plain, comfortable, healthy situation ; and at the same 
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time they are free to better themselves, and to place out their chil- 
dren when they wish. 

When I consider that within ten years past, near one hundred and 
twenty thousand pounds have passed through the hands of the Lon- 
don society, | cannot but regret that half the sum had not been so 
applied, for 1 am assured that a permanent asylum for one thousand 
persons might have been thus secured, and the rent of the land, even 
in this country, might have been paid. 

If your attention be divided by setting up various trades and ma- 
nufactories, | fear you will not, by subscriptions, be able to raise suf- 
ficient to do great things. Whereas, having land at a low price, you 
may do far more than could be practicable in this country : and if 
you can obtain good land, in the neighbourhood of a good market, I 
would say let not price be an object. I can easily imagine that you 
have been well advised in taking the legacy in money rather than 
the land bequeathed, which appears to be remote, and of doubtful 

uality. 
’ Having thus taken the liberty of offering my thoughts just as they 
occurred, and without arrangement, I can only hope that in the 
great cause in which you are embarked, in behalf of the descend- 
ants of Abraham, you will be guided by infinite wisdom in what- 
ever mode you may adopt—and that the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, will bless your undertaking for his glory, and for the good of 
the objects of your benevolence. : 
I am, with sincere esteem, Rev. and dear Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
James Mruvar. 


_——————— 
—-__ 


Massachusetts Society for Meliorating the Condition of the Jews. 


On Thursday evening, December 18th, a respectable meeting was 
held at Marlborough Hotel, Boston, which appointed John Tappan, 
Esq. Chairman, and Mr. Rufus Anderson, Secretary. Mr. Simon ad- 
dressed the meeting with great simplicity and Christian affection. 
Mr. Wilder, the Rev. Mr. Dwight, the Rev. Mr. Wisner, and Col. 
Jenkins, also made speeches ; after which an opportunity was given 
to the gentlemen present to make inquiries of Mr. Simon. Con- 
siderable interest was excited in favour of the object, and a commit- 
tee of nine appointed to form a Constitution for a Jews’ Society. At 
a subsequent meeting, the committee reported a constitution, the 
society was organized, and the following officers chosen, viz. 

Rev. Thomas Baldwin, D. D. President.—Samuel H. Walley, Esq. 
and S. V. S. Wilder, Vice-Presidents.—Rev. S. E. Dwight, Corres- 
ponding Secretary.—Kev. F. Wayland, Jun. Recording Secretary.— 
William Ropes, Esq. Treasurer. 

Directors.—Rev. Elijah Heading, Rev. John Codman, D. D. Rev. 
Samuel Green, Rev. B. B. Wisner, Rev. William Jenks, Rev. War- 
ren Fay, Rev. Daniel Sharp, Col. Joseph Jenkins, Josiah Salis- 
bury, Esq. Henry Homes, Dr. Heman Lincoln, John Tappan. 
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Salem Jews’ Society. 


Some Sabbath evenings ago a meeting was holden at the Taber- 
nacle Vestry, in Salem, (Mass.) for the purpose of organizing a so- 
ciety auxiliary to the ‘‘ American Society for meliorating the con- 
dition of the Jews,” established in the city of New-York. Mr. Simon, 
the agent of the American Society, was present. The deliberations 
of the meeting resulted in the formation of an Auxiliary Society. 


Northampton Jews’ Society. 


On Wednesday evening a large and respectable meeting of ladies 
and gentlemen was held at the town-hall, for the purpose of forming 
a society for meliorating the condition of the Jews, in aid of other 
societies formed for this benevolent purpose. The Rev. Mr. Wil- 
liams was called to the chair, and Rev. A. Phoenix chosen secretary 
of the meeting. Mr. Simen, a converted Jew from Poland, who has 
lately come to this country, and is now agent for the ‘American Socie- 
ty for Meliorating the Condition of the Jews’ addressed the meeting at 
some length, giving an interesting relation of the present condition 
of the Jews in Europe, their willingness to receive tracts, bibles, and 
other Christian books, and the difficulties which prevented their 
embracing christianity more generally. He also gave some account 
of the exertions which were making in Europe and this country, in 
furtherance of this benevolent and Christian enterprise. 

It was then voted that a society be formed, and a constitution, 
which had been previously prepared, was adopted, when the follow- 
ing gentlemen were chosen the officers for the ensuing year :—Solo- 
mon Stoddard, Jun. Esq. President ; Dea. Enos Clark, Vice-President ; 
Mr. D. S. Whitney, Secretary ; Mr. J.D. Whitney, Treasurer ; Lewis 
Strong, Esq. Dea. E. S. Phelps, and Levi Lyman, Esq. Directors. 

Mr. Simon has lately visited Boston, Salem, Andover, Providence, 
and Worcester, where similar societies have been instituted. 

And they also, if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be grafted in, 
For God is able to graft them in again. 

There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn away un- 
godliness from Jacob. For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall 
take away their sins. Northampton Oracle. 


Providence Auxiliary Society. 


An auxiliary to the A. S. M. C. J. has recently been formed in Pro- 
dence, R. I. composed of persons of various denominations. Col. 
Walter Paine is President ; Nathan Waterman, Jun. Secretary. 


London Jews’ Society. 

The Duke of Sussex, son of the late King, is President. The ob- 
ject of the Society is the education of poor Jews and their children. 
At the late annual meeting, the President called a little Hebrew girl, 
not seven years old, before him, and placed her on a table, in the 
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presence of the assembly, where she recited an appropriate ode, from 
which the following stanza is selected :-— 

By all the griefs that ye assuage, 

By orphans’ eyes upraised to bless ; 

By the grey head of childless age, 

Bow’d to the earth in thankfulness, 

Oh! freely still your aid bestow, 

Help us to live—the old to die, 

And blessing others here below, 

Yourselves be doubly blest on high. 

The collection taken on this occasion, in aid of the society, ex- 

ceeded seven thousand dollars. 


a eee 





FROM THE LONDON JEWISH EXPOSITOR FOR NOVEMBER. 


REPORT 


Of the Society for promoting Christianity among the Jews in the West- 
halian Provinces, under the dominion of the King of Prussia, es- 
pecially in the division of Minden. 

Tus Society, which first was formed in November 1821, at Det- 
mold, in the princedom of Lippe, exists now only for the contiguous 
Prussian provinces, especially the division of Minden. It abstains 
from all activity for promoting the salvation of Israel, as far as re- 
spects the dependencies of the prince of Lippe, though the president 
of the Society and the missionary reside at Detmold, and the town 
of Detmold is situated in the centre between Hoxter, Paderborn, 
Bielefeld, Herford, and Minden. It connects itself, according to 
the 8th article of its constitution, as a branch society, with the cen- 
tral society, established for the same object at Berlin, and has not 
only been received and acknowledged in that character by a letter 
of the 5th of February, but also sanctioned by a most gracious 
special order of the king’s majesty of the 5th of April. 

In making this event public, we call upon all Christians within 
the Westphalian provinces of the king of Prussia, especially the di- 
vision of Minden, to unite with us in the spirit of Christian love to 
the effect of taking efficiently to heart the case of the people of 
Israel, which too long has groaned under the pressure of an unchris- 
tian, rough, and uncharitable treatment, and for being dealt with in 
a manner which showed too little regard and forbearance, has been 
kept back from arriving earlier at the knowledge of, and the believ- 
ing in, the true Messiah ; because it imagined to see in him only the 
head of its enemies and oppressors. To deliver the Israelites from 
this prejudice, and to bring them to a conviction, that by faith in a 
Messiah, who has already appeared, they do not apostatize from the 
religion of their fathers ; but, on the contrary, rise a degree higher 
towards their God ; this will be our unceasing endeavour ; while we 
agree with them indeed in stating, that they still have to expect a 
Messiah ; but who will be no other but He, who has appeared 
eighteen centuries ago ; who, as the true paschal lamb, has accom- 
plished our reconciliation to God; and after his resurrection has 
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visibly ascended to heaven, whence he will come back again to make 
his people of Israel happy and blessed. 

Moreover, we invite all sincere and intelligent Israelites to a ma- 
ture consideration, if any other sacrifice for their sins can be ac- 
ceptable in the sight of God, after that eighteen centuries ago, when 
their fathers rejected the Messiah, by sacrificing him who was the 
Lamb of God, taking away the sin of the world, to an ignominious 
death, all sacrifices have ceased, their temple has been demolished, 
and during so many centuries, they, in the most striking manner, 
have experienced the severity of God for having thus rejected their 
Messiah. 

Such among them, as are truly concerned about the salvation of 
their souls, who, grieved for their sins, are without peace, without 
hope and comfort in death, we would kindly invite to address them- 
selves confidently to us. We pledge ourselves to impart to them, 
holding their names concealed, both instruction and good advice, how 
they may be led into the way of truth, in which alone, rest of the 
soul, peace with God, and a solid hope of everlasting salvation is to 
be obtained ; and we promise them, that their giving up the Talmud 
will be abundantly compensated by the word of God himself. It is 
very far from our intention, to make use of any means of compul- 
sion; every one is at full liberty to choose for himself ; but we are 
bold to affirm, that we are prepared to lay before every Israelite 
who seeks truth, such evidences of the Christian religion, as will 
not only make it easy, but a sacred duty to him to make his transi- 
tion to it. 

All good Christians, who take a cordial interest in the furtherance 
of the kingdom of God, will find no difficulty to join the Society by 
contributing the small sum of one dollar annually. Every subscriber 
for that sum is received a member of the Society ; and such as give 
once for all a donation in support of it, let it be as small as it will, 
are gratefully considered as benefactors of the Society. 

May the blessing of God, promised to those who bless his people, 
come upon us all! 


Baptism of another Jew at the Episcopal Jews’ Chapel. 


On Sunday evening, October 3, a converted Jew, a native of Po- 
land, was baptized in the presence of a numerous Congregation, at 
the Episcopal Jews’ Chapel. He left Poland early in life, and had 
for many years travelled, as a merchant, in various countries. His 
attention having been called to the subject of Christianity, he re- 
solved to examine the Scriptures for himself, and spent the whole 
time of his last voyage from Jamaica to England, in comparing the 
Old and New Testament together, with an earnest desire to be led 
into the truth. The result was what will ever be the case with 
the sincere inquirer, that he was convinced that Jesus of Nazareth 
was the Messiah of whom Moses and the Prophets did write ; and in 
Him he found a Saviour exactly suited to the necessities of his awa- 
kened soul. After his arrival in England, he spent two months 
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more in the diligent study of the Scriptures, when he became ear- 
nestly desirous of making a public profession of his faith. Not 
knowing what course to pursue, he went to the house of the Rector 
of a Parish in London, at whose church he had attended on the Sab- 
bath days, but was told he had left town, and would not return for 
a fortnight. Having heard of the existence of a Missionary Society, 
he then inquired and was directed to the house of the London Mis- 
sionary Society, and made known his case to the Assistant Secretary 
of that Institution. Being told by him that he had better make ap- 
plication to the Jews’ Society, he replied, ‘* Why should you wish to 
send me tothe Jews, when it is my earnest wish to become a Chris- 
tian ?”? The Secretary soon rectified his mistake by explaining the 
nature of the London Society, and gave him a note of introduction 
to the Chaplain of the Episcopal Jews’ Chapel ; a satisfactory tes- 
timony to his former character was obtained, and it appearing, after 
much examination, that there were sufficient grounds to hope he was 
now, through the grace of God, a sincere believer in all the funda- 
mental doctrines of the Gospel, and truly desirous of devoting him- 
self to the service of his Saviour, the ordinance of baptism was ad- 
ministered to him. The evening of the Typical Lecture was cho- 
sen for the occasion, and a still more numerous assembly of Jews 
than before were present at the solemnity. 


ae 
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LIST OF SOCIETIES AUXILIARY TO THE A. 58. M.C. J. 


[Continued from Vol. II, page 15.] 


SOCIETIES. PRESIDENTS. SECRETARIES. 
Connecticut. 
New Hartford Mrs. Asenath Yale Mrs. Tryphena Williams 
New Brittain Mrs. Ursula Skinner Mrs. Lauretia North 
Massachusetts. 
Worcester County Hon. Levi Lincoln Rev. A. B. Hall 
New- York. 
Lansingburgh Rev. Samuel Blatchford, D. D. Elias R. Parmelee 


Monies received into the Treasury during the last Month. 





D. C. D.C. 
Cash from the Female Auxiliary Soci- From the following persons, per the 
ety in Ipswich, Mass. per Mr. David Rev. James H. Thomas, of Chester, 
T. Kimball ; ; ; ; . 7 00 Orange County, viz: 
A donation from a Lady, in Do. per Do. 100 Mr. Elnathan Satterly i 
The contents of a Charity box, kept the Dr. Townsend Seely 1 
past year for the benefit of the afflicted Rev. James H_ Thomas 1 
Children of Abraham, by Miss Rebecca Mrs. Eleanor Thomas 1 
Huntington, of Ithaca, (N. Y.) 16 00 4 00 
From the Female Auxiliary Society, in From the New Hartford, (Conn.) Fe- 
Franklia, (Conn.) per Miss Amanda male Auxiliary Society, Mrs. 
Lathrop, Treas. ° . > é 10 00 Cowles, Treasurer, per Rev. Cyrus 
From some members of the Bible Class Yale ‘ . ; . - 200 
of Rev. Benjamin Allen, rector of St. From the Rev. Jobn Giles, of Newbury- 
Paul’s Church in Philadelphia, to con- port, (Mass.) to constitute himself a life 
stitute him a life member, per Rev. E. member, per Mr. Leonard Bleecker 15 00 
S. Ely ‘coe err eo : 15 00 From the Caldwell Auxiliary Society 2 00 
From a female friend of the Kingdom of Donations from the following persons, 


the Redéemer, in Lebanon, (N. Y.) per John McComb, Esq. viz: 
through Z. Lewis, Esq. ; e 200 Mrs. Wm. Prior 
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D. Cc. D. Cc. 
Mrs. Rebecca McComb From “a friend to the Jews,” through 
Miss Mary McComb Mr. E. S. Phelps, of Northampton, 
Miss Matilda McComb (Mass.) : ; ‘ 1 50 
John McComb, Esq. me Subscription to Israel’s Advocate 1 00 
From the New Castle, (Del.) Auxiliary Also, a pair of gold ear-rings and a gold 
Society, per Mr. E. H. Thomas,Sec’ry. 50 00 broach, from Mrs. Ebenezer Durgb, 
A donation froma Lady in N. ¥ per of Boston, and a gold finger from 
Rev. Mr. Phillips 4 00 Miss Ward, of Providence, (R. I.) 
Amount collected by Do. per Do. $ 00 From the Auxiliary Society in Pater- 
From the Fishkill, (N. Y.) Auxiliary So- son, (N. J.) per Mr. Charlies M. God- 
ciety, per Mr. Edward Rapelje, Se- win, Treasurer ° . ° 
cretary ; 7 : 18 00 From the members of the Paterson, (N. 
From the following persons, per Rev. J.) Auxiliary Society, to constitute 
Joel Mann, of Bristol, (R. L) viz: Rev. S. Fisher a life member 15 00 
From Miss Betsey Wardell 1 From the Rahway, (N. J.) Auxiliary, 
Mrs. V. D. 2 per Rev. Buc Carll, Treasurer 6 00 
Mr. W. V. D. 2 From the male and female Union Socie- 
ty, of Heath, (Mass.) per Mr. David 
From Mr. Erasmus H. Simon, received ayer ‘ ; ; . 
by him daring his late tour to the From the members of the Holmesburg, 
ward, from the followiug persons, (Penn.) Female Auxiliary Society, to 
viz:— constitute Rev. George Sheets, rector 
From the Female Jews Society of Pro- of Trinity Church, Oxford, and All 
vidence, (R. I-) Miss Richmond. Trea- Saints, Lower Dublin Township, Phi- 
surer : : , 67 50 ladelphia County, a life member, per 
From three Ladies, of Boston, (Mass.) Miss Jane Moore, Treasurer — 
to constitute their pastor Rev. Ebene- From Do. to constitute Rev. David 
zer Dwight a life member 15 00 Jones, or of the Baptist Church, 
Donations of ten dollarseach from Mrs. Lower Dublin Township, Philadelphia 
A. Lawrence, Miss A. P. Lawrence, and County, a life member, per Do. 
Miss Eliza Lawrence, of Salem, (Mass.) From Mrs. Mary B. Storer, Portland, for 
to constitute themselves life members 10 copies of Israel’s Advocate 
of the Female Auxiliary Society of From Samuel Tibbots, Esq. for the Fe- 
Salem ‘ | 30 00 male Juvenile Mite Society of Tyring- 
From a female friend of the lost sheep ham, Mass. 
of the House of Israel, through Rev. From do. for Israel’s Advocate 
Mr. Comelius, of Salem, (Mass.) 10 00 


30 00 


10 060 


Subscribers who are in arrears for the first volume of Israel’s Advocate, will 
oblige us by transmitting the amount either tothe Agent or Treasurer. 


Communications are solicited on the following subjects—original articles on pro- 
phecies, relating to the restoration of the Jews ; accounts of conversions of any of 
that people, which may have taken place in this country, and elsewhere ; and essays 
calculated to arouse the attention, and call forth the efforts of the Christian commu- 
nity to the melioration of the condition of these long neglected objects of Chris- 
tian charity. . 

Donations to the funds of the A. S. M. C. J. will be received by either of the fol- 
lowing officers : 

Peter Wilson, L. L. D., President, Hackensack, New-Jersey. 


Rev. Alexander M’Leod, D. D., Secretary for Foreign Correspondence, 555 
Pearl-street, New-York. 

Rev. Thomas Macauley, D D. L.L.D. Secretary for Domestic Correspondence, 
39 Harman-street, New-York. 


R. Milford Blatchford, Esq. Treasurer, 140 Water-street, New-York. 
Rev. Stephen N. Rowan, D. D., Agent, 491 Greenwich-street, New-York. 


Subscriptions to [srazL’s ApvocaTE, at one dollar per annum, received by the 
Agent, 491 Greenwich-street, or the Publisher, 182 Broadway, New-York. 


New-Yorx :—Published by JOHN P. HAVEN, Theological Bookseller, No. 182 
Broadway, for the “.4merican Society for Meliorating the Condition of the Jews.” 


D. Fanshaw, Printer, No. 1 Murray-strect. 








